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EMPLOYMENT HISTORY: 
2021–Present Senior Research Fellow, Refugee Studies Centre, University of Oxford 
2018–2021 Research Officer, Refugee Studies Centre, University of Oxford 
2010–2018 Sessional Lecturer, Tutor and Research Assistant, School of Social and Political Sciences, The 

University of Sydney, Sydney 
2009–2010 Research Assistant, Migration Research Centre at Koc University, Istanbul 
2007–2008 Trainee for the Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), Committee on 

Migrant Workers and the International Labor Organisation (ILO), MIGRANT Department, 
both in HQ offices, Geneva 

 
VISITING RESEARCHER POSITIONS: 
2019  Visiting Researcher at the American University of Beirut, Beirut 
2012 Visiting Researcher at the Social Science Center Berlin, WZB, Berlin 
2012 Visiting Researcher at the University of Bielefeld, Faculty of Sociology, Bielefeld 
 
EDUCATION: 
2010–2016 The University of Sydney, School of Social and Political Sciences 

PhD in Sociology and Social Policy 
Primary Supervisor: Prof Stephen Castles 
Received no corrections  

2006–2007 London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), Department of Government 
MSc in Comparative Politics 

2002–2006 Bogazici University, Istanbul, Department of Political Science 
BA in Political Science and International Relations 

 
SELECTED AWARDS AND GRANTS:  

• Endorsed by the British Academy for a Global Talent Visa (peer review route) 
• Volkswagen Foundation’s Challenges for Europe funding scheme (2021-2024) 
• University of Oxford, Small John Fell Fund (2020-2021) 
• Social Transformation and International Migration Scholarship for PhD Study, The University of 

Sydney 
• German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) Research Scholarship (2012) 
• Democracy Initiative Fellowship co-funded by The University of Sydney and Social Science Center 

Berlin (Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin, WZB) (2012) 
• Travel Grant for Sydney-Berlin, Irmgard Coninx Stiftung, 15th Berlin Roundtables on Transnationality 

(2012) 
• University College of London, Travel Allowance for participation in the NORFACE Conference 

(2011) 
• CCH Award for Best Written Paper, Law School Annual Conference, The University of Sydney (2010)  
• Euro-Mediterranean Migration Summer School Full Scholarship, European University Institute (2010) 
• Best Participant Essay, Consortium for Applied Research on International Migration (CARIM), Robert 

Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies, European University Institute (2010)  
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 

• Introduction to Sociology, Sessional Lecturer (The University of Sydney, 2018) 
• Human Rights and Social Protest, Sessional Lecturer (The University of Sydney, 2017 and 2014) 
• Sociology of Terrorism, Tutor (The University of Sydney, 2013 and 2011) 
• Sociological Theory, Tutor (The University of Sydney, 2011) 
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health and Well Being, Tutor (University of Tasmania, 2017) 
• Introduction to Turkish Politics, Student Assistant (University of Bogazici, 2006) 

 
BOOKS: 
2022 Ozkul, Derya and Markussen, Hege. (eds). The Alevis in Modern Turkey and the Diaspora: 

Recognition, Mobilisation and Transformation. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.  
2015 Castles, Stephen; Ozkul, Derya; Arias Cubas, Magdalena. (eds). Social Transformation and 

Migration: National and Local Experiences in South Korea, Turkey, Mexico and Australia. 
Basingstoke: Palgrave.  

 
EDITED JOURNAL SPECIAL ISSUES: 
Forthcoming in 2022 Fakhoury, T; Ozkul, D and Sahin, Z. ‘Governing Refugee Returns: Geopolitical scripts 

and imaginaries’, Geopolitics. (accepted, in preparation) 
2018 Ozkul, Derya and Marotta, Vince. ‘Festschrift for Prof Stephen Castles’, Journal of Intercultural 

Studies, 39 (2). 
2016 Eder, Mine and Ozkul, Derya. ‘Precarious Lives and Syrian Refugees in Turkey’, New Perspectives 

on Turkey, 54. 
2013 Ozkul, Derya and Obeng-Odoom, F. Special issue on ‘Temporary Migration in Africa’, African 

Journal of Economics and Finance, 5 (1). 
 
SELECTED JOURNAL ARTICLES: 
Forthc. Ozkul, Derya. Governing Migration and Asylum amid Covid-19 and Legal Precarity in Turkey, 

Middle East Law and Governance (accepted). 
2021 Ozkul, Derya and Jarrous, Rita. ‘How do refugees navigate the UNHCR’s bureaucracy? The role of 

rumours in accessing humanitarian aid and resettlement’, Third World Quarterly, 42:10, 2247-2264, 
DOI: 10.1080/01436597.2021.1928487 

2021 Williamson, R; Arias, Malena; Ozkul, D; Maas, C; Kim, C; Koleth, E; Castles, S. ‘Migration and 
Social Transformation through the Lens of Locality: A Multi-Sited Study’, Journal of Ethnic and 
Migration Studies, DOI: 10.1080/1369183X.2021.1929107 

2020 Ozkul, Derya. ‘Refugee recognition: not always sought’, Forced Migration Review 65: 39-42. 
2020 Ozkul, Derya. ‘Participatory Research: Still a One-Sided Research Agenda?’, Migration Letters, 17 

(2), 229-237, DOI: 10.33182/ml.v17i2.804 
2019 Fakhoury, Tamirace and Ozkul, Derya. Syrian refugees’ return from Lebanon, Forced Migration 

Review, 62.  
2019 Ozkul, Derya. ‘The Making of a Transnational Religion: Alevi Movement in Germany and the World 

Alevi Union’, British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, 46(2): 259-273, 
DOI:10.1080/13530194.2019.1569304 

2016 Ozkul, Derya; Eder, Mine. ‘Special Issue on Precarious lives and Syrian refugees in Turkey: Guest 
Editors’ Introduction’, New Perspectives on Turkey, 54: 1-8, DOI: 10.1017/npt.2016.5 

2015 Ozkul, Derya. ‘Alevi “Openings” and Politicization of the “Alevi Issue” during the AKP rule’, Turkish 
Studies, 16 (1): 80-96, DOI: 10.1080/14683849.2015.1022722  



2013 Ozkul, Derya and Obeng-Odoom, Franklin. ‘Temporary Migration: Views from the Global South’, 
African Journal of Economics and Finance, 5 (1): 1-, DOI: 10.10520/EJC148197 

2012 Ozkul, Derya. ‘Transnational Migration Research’, Sociopedia.isa. The International Sociological 
Association. 

 
SELECTED BOOK CHAPTERS: 
Forthc. Ozkul, Derya and Mohammadi, Sitarah. ‘A history of immigration in Australia: from colonisation to 

externalisation of asylum’ in Katrin Althans, et al. (ed) Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier. 
2022 Ozkul, Derya. ‘The Alevi Movement in Germany and Australia: Towards a Transnational Movement’ 

in D Ozkul and H Markussen (eds). The Alevis in Modern Turkey and the Diaspora. Edinburgh: 
Edinburgh University Press. 

2022  Ozkul, Derya and Markussen, Hege. 2022. ‘Alevi Agency and Changing Political Contexts’ in D 
Ozkul and H Markussen (eds). The Alevis in Modern Turkey and the Diaspora. Edinburgh: Edinburgh 
University Press. 

2019  Ozkul, Derya. ‘Transnationalism’ in Christine Inglis; Wei Li and Binod Khadria (eds). Sage 
Handbook of International Migration. New York: Sage., pp. 433-450. 

2015 Castles, Stephen; Ozkul, Derya; Arias Cubas, Magdalena. ‘International migration in an era of 
neoliberal social transformation’ in S Castles, D Ozkul and M Arias Cubas (eds) Social 
Transformation and Migration, Basingstoke: Palgrave., pp. 301-312. 

2015 Ozkul, Derya. ‘Australie’ in Gildas Simon (ed) Dictionnaire des Migrations Internationales: 
Approche Géohistorique. Paris: Armand Colin. [in French] 

2015 Ozkul, Derya. ‘Migration flows in Turkey’s neoliberal era: the case of Kumkapı, Istanbul’ in S 
Castles, D Ozkul and M Arias Cubas (eds) Social Transformation and Migration, Basingstoke: 
Palgrave., pp. 151-166. 

2014 Castles, Stephen and Ozkul, Derya. ‘Circular migration: triple win, or a new label for temporary 
migration?’ in G Battistella (ed) Theoretical Perspectives on Asian Migration, New York: Springer 
Publishing., pp. 27-49. 

2014 Ozkul, Derya. ‘Emotive connections: insider research with Turkish/Kurdish Alevi migrants in 
Germany’ in Lejla Voloder and Liudmila Kirpitchenko (eds) Insider Research on Migration and 
Mobility, London: Ashgate., pp. 117-132.  

2014 Castles, Stephen; Vasta, Ellie and Ozkul, Derya. ‘Australia: a Classical Immigration Country in 
Transition’ in J Hollifield, P Martin and P Orrenius (eds) Controlling Immigration: A Global 
Perspective, 3rd Edition, Stanford CA: Stanford University Press., pp. 128-150.  

2013 Ozkul, Derya. ‘International Migration and Local Policies’ in M Balbo, A Icduygu and J Peres 
Serrano (eds) Countries of Migrants, Cities of Migrants, Istanbul: The Isis Press. 

2012 Castles, Stephen; Arias Cubas, Magdalena; Kim, Chulhyo and Ozkul, Derya. ‘Irregular migration: 
causes, patterns and strategies’ in I Omelaniuk (ed) Reflections on Migration and Development, 
GFMD Puerto Vallarta and Beyond Series: Global Migration Issues, Vol. 1, New York: Springer 
Publishing., pp. 117-151. 

2012 Ozkul, Derya. ‘Managing the Diaspora: The Turkish Case’ in JE OH (ed.), Diaspora as Focus Area of 
National Migration Policy, Seoul: IOM MRTC Special Issues in Migration Series No. 2., pp. 115-140. 

 
SELECTED RESEARCH REPORTS AND WORKING PAPERS: 
2020 Ozkul, Derya. ‘Policy Recommendations towards Immigrants, Asylum-Seekers and Refugees for the 

COVID-19 Pandemic’, Istanbul: Istanbul Political Research Institute. 
2012 Castles, Stephen; Vasta, Ellie and Ozkul, Derya. ‘The internal dynamics of migration processes and 

their consequences for Australian government migration policies’, Sydney: The University of Sydney. 
2011 Castles, Stephen; Arias Cubas, Magdalena; Kim, Chulhyo; Koleth, Elsa; Ozkul, Derya; Williamson, 

Rebecca. 2011. ‘Karl Polanyi’s Great Transformation as a Framework for understanding Neo-Liberal 



Globalisation’, Social Transformation and International Migration in the 21st Century Working Paper 
No 1, Sydney: University of Sydney. 

2011 Ozkul, Derya. ‘Circular Migration Schemes: Renewed Interests in Destination Countries’, CARIM 
Best Participant Essays Series AS 2011/61, Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies, San 
Domenico di Fiesole: European University Institute. 

 
SELECTED RESEARCH PROJECTS:  
2021–2024 University of Oxford, Principal Investigator for the Volkswagen Foundation-funded project 

‘Algorithmic Fairness for Asylum Seekers and Refugees’ at the University of Oxford together 
with four other partner institutions in Europe 

2020–2021 University of Oxford, Principal Investigator for the John Fell Fund-funded project ‘The 
Governance of AI-based Technologies in the Management of Migration’ 

2018–2021 University of Oxford, Research Officer for ERC-funded ‘Refugees are Migrants: Refugee 
Mobility, Recognition and Rights’ (RefMig Project) with PI Prof Cathryn Costello 

2010–2015 The University of Sydney, School of Social and Political Sciences, Research Assistant for 
ARC-funded ‘Social Transformation and International Migration in the 21st Century’ (STIM 
Project) with PI Prof Stephen Castles 

2008-2009 Koç University, Migration Research Centre, Research Assistant for EU-funded ‘Managing 
International Urban Migration: Turkey, Italia, Espana (MIUM-TIE Project)’ and 
‘Transnationalisation, Migration and Transformation: Multi-Level Analysis of Migrant 
Transnationalism’ (TRANS-NET Project) with PI Prof Ahmet İçduygu 

 
SERVICE AND MEMBERSHIPS:  

• Member of International Studies Association (ISA), Ethnicity, Nationalism, & Migration Studies 
(ENMISA), British International Studies Association (BISA), International Sociological Association 
(ISA), International Research Network on Asylum Procedures; Kaldor Centre for International Refugee 
Law, Emerging Scholars Network, University of New South Wales, Australia 

• Research Associate of Refugee Law Initiative (RLI), University of London; Research Associate of 
Migrants at Work Research Group, The University of Sydney 

• Reviewer for the sowi:docs Fellowship Programme for PhD proposals, Faculty of Social Sciences, 
University of Vienna 

• Reviewer for funding applications for Cara Syria Programme and mentor for selected projects 
• Editorial Board Member in Social Inclusion 
• Reviewer for book proposals to Palgrave 
• Reviewer for manuscripts submitted to International Migration, Migration Letters, Turkish Studies, UI-

International Relations, Political Geography, Journal of Intercultural Studies, Forum: Qualitative 
Sozialforschung, International Journal of Comparative Sociology, Millennium: Journal of 
International Studies, Journal of Refugee Studies, International Journal of Human Rights, among 
others 

• Co-organiser: International Workshop titled ‘Social Transformation and International Migration in 
Turkey’, Bogazici University, Istanbul, 8-9 January 2015  

• Post-graduate Co-convener: The Australian Sociological Association, Migration, Ethnicities and 
Multiculturalism Thematic Group, 2012-2014 

• Expert opinion provided for Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (IRB), in different occasions 
2015-2021 
 

LANGUAGES: 
English (fluent), Turkish (fluent), French (fluent), Italian (intermediate) 

https://asylumprocedures.weebly.com/people.html
https://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/emerging-scholars-network#:%7E:text=Our%20network%20unites%20graduate%20and,us%20create%20this%20research%20community.
https://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/emerging-scholars-network#:%7E:text=Our%20network%20unites%20graduate%20and,us%20create%20this%20research%20community.
https://rli.sas.ac.uk/about-us/research-affiliates/dr-derya-ozkul#:%7E:text=Bio%3A,criteria%20in%20refugee%20status%20determination.
https://www.sydney.edu.au/business/our-research/research-groups/migrants-work-research-group.html

